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Welcome to carefree living at
Roundhay

Live an independent life,
with the support of a House Manager, in the heart of Guildford

* Assisted living rooms & flat-lets
Delicious home cooked meals A,Rbeyﬁeld
Friendly community il Sacity
Beautiful gardens
Trips and activities

* One all inclusive monthly rent / no other bills

Call our customer service line to find out more about living in
this wonderful community

01252 979111

Availability s
or visit www.awvs.org.uk

NOW...

Guildford’s local Charity
Improving the lives of older people

Roundhay, 3 Pit Farm Road ,Guildford, GU1 2JH
Registered Charity No: 1168173




Considering Volunteering?

Drivers needed for occasional local trips

Flexible on days - Mileage expenses paid

01483 566635

are for
Guildford

www.careforguildford.org.uk Charity No: 274756

NJM (GUILDFORD) LTD

Stationery ~ Print ~ Office Furniture
B&W and Colour photocopying

Tel 01483 506161 Fax 01483 577823

MERROW C of E INFANT SCHOOL

‘:C“oo" £ €,

§ /_FP, SIAMS 2024: Good

" To find out more and arrange a visit

infant@merrowfederation.school
01483 561501 www.merrowfederation.school

North Guildford Food Bank

We are very grateful for all
donations — please leave
items in the boxes

in the Church porch.

F. CONISBEE & SON

Butchers & Farmers Est. 1760

Beef, lamb & turkey from
our own farm
Own cure bacon and hams

Park Corner, East Horsley 01483 282073

BACK PROBLEMS,
STRESS?

Try our Hatha Yoga class,
a gentle yoga which reaches
all parts of the body and
lays emphasis on

stretching and relaxing

Mondays 10-11.30 am
Merrow Methodist Church Hall

Contact: Beverley Townsley
01372 459324

beverley.townsley@hotmail.com

J & M GARDEN
MACHINERY Ltd

LAWN MOWER REPAIRS,
SALES & SERVICE,
STOCKISTS OF
HAYTER*STIHL*KAWASAKI
ALKO

BIRTLEY ROAD
BRAMLEY, SURREY
TEL 01483 894855




Connick Tree Care ELECTRICAL REQUIREMENTS
Specialist in the Preservation & of Merrow, Guildford, Surrey
Maintenance of Trees Commercial and Domestic Wiring

) ) Indoors and Outdoors
We offer the following services and would be

happy to supply a free no obligation Specialists in

Electrical Wiring Testing

quotation: Free estimates|
* Tree Surgery * Tree Felling * Fullv i o with full ifiad
* . * * uny nsureda wr Ly QUE me
Hedge Pruning * Stump Removal electricians carrying out the work

* Tree Consultancy *

Contact Warren Milton
16 Goldfinch Gardens, Merrow,

Guildford, Surrey, GU4 7DN Mobile: 07976 354293

0800 975 4535 Email: i2relectrical@sky.com
Email: info@connicktreecare.co.uk -
] N EIEE
www.connicktreecare.co.uk APPROVED
[OMTRRALTOR

FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MEMORIAL STONEMASONS

OUR FAMILY
HELPING
YOUR FAMILY

For over 240 years, eight generations of the Mobars, Chris, Ak S Lo/
Lodge Family have been proud to help local families
in their time of need.VWe provide all funerals, * Trustpilot
whether modern, traditional, green or alternative, “The staff at Lodge Brothers have
with care and compassion. been sympathetic, understanding and

supportive. They were with us every
step of the way throughout a very
difficult time.” - Mr Robinson

BURPHAM
204 London Road 01483 615031

GUILDFORD L()dge Lodge

70 Woodbridge Road 01483 562780 & Monk

the family pou etn nim fo

www.lodgebrothers.co.uk

FLORAL TRIBUTES « FUNERAL PLANS - WILLS & PROBATE




MbM Contemporary
Gospel Choir

Embracing the person behind the voice

Merrow, Guildford, Godalming, Woking and At Home.
Daytime and evening sessions available.

Surrey’s vibrant and inclusive
adult community choir!

-

) g aek / A S e
¢ LK \ o’ "}—s} . -
B > ., @motivationbymusic
> ‘. " /2 @&y on socials
) “' ST T \
or email us:

info@motivation Led by inspiring award-winning Choir Leader and
bymusic.com Founder of Motivation by Music, Emily Bollon.

MEMBER OF

tec
*  Computer support

Desktop and laptop repairs
‘ PCs & Mac sales and advice
=

Increase speed & memory

e

Email & gmail

Ingrown & thickened nails

Home support

Broadband & wifi

Corns, calluses & verrucas
Cracked heels & hard skin

Fungal infections
; Business support ' P Athletes fOOt
(08
| fsb® ‘
o 1
Expe Buse —

Broadoak Lodge, Horsham Road
Cranlelgh Surrey GU6 8DJ

Data backup

and recovery

Kirsten Hall MCFHP MAFHP

07592 853178
twinkletoesfeet@outlook.com




St John the Evangelist
Epsom Road, Merrow
www.saintjohns.org.uk

The Revd Tim Clifford Hill Georgie Gregson
Rector Youth Worker

A Caring Christian Community, here for everyone

St John's is open every day from 9.30am to 4pm. Please feel welcome
to visit us. Warm Space in the Centre Foyer 10am to 2pm, Monday,
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday during the colder months.

Sunday services are listed on Page 2.

Services during the week:

Morning Prayer Monday to Thursday at 9.00am in Church.

Holy Communion on Wednesdays at 10.30am in the Merrow Hall, St
John’s Centre.

Evening Prayer on Fridays at 5.00pm in Church.

All are welcome.



May 2025 Sunday Services (Year C)

Sunday 4t May 3" Sunday of Easter, White
Acts 9.1-6/7-20], John 21.1-19
8am BCP Holy Communion
10am All Age Worship

Sunday 11t May 4t Sunday of Easter, White
Acts 9.36-end, John 10.22-30
8am BCP Holy Communion
10am CW Holy Communion

6pm Songs of Praise

Sunday 18t May 5t Sunday of Easter, White
Acts11.1-18, John 13.31-35
8am BCP Holy Communion

10am CW Holy Communion

Sunday 25t May 6™ Sunday of Easter, White
Acts 16.9-15, John 14.23-29
8am BCP Holy Communion

10am CW Holy Communion

Sunday 15t June 7t Sunday of Easter
Sunday after Ascension Day
Acts 16.16-34, John 17.20-end
8am BCP Holy Communion
10am All Age Worship



FROM ST JOHN’S RECTORY

Welcome to the May parish magazine! May
is an exciting time for us at St John’s
because the month includes our Patronal
Festival — the day when we remember and
give thanks for our patron saint, St. John the
Evangelist.

St John the Evangelist’s day is actually
celebrated on 27t December, however as
that date is so close to Christmas and people
are often away, we are allowed to move our
patronal celebration to the Sunday closest to
the Feast of St John at the Latin gate. This feast is on 6™ May (also the
rector’s birthday!) and the closest Sunday to it this year is 4t" May.

So on Sunday 4t" May please join us for an All Age Worship service at
10am, followed by brunch in the church centre. Thank you so much to
the brunch team for all the preparation they will do before the day and
for delivering us a fantastic brunch on the day too. It is not to be
missed!

St John the Evangelist lived a long life, and as he reached very old age,
his disciples had to carry him into church. He was only able to say a
few words by this point, and it became his custom to say the same
sentence every time he was carried into his local church — “my little
children, love one another.”

John had been one of the original twelve apostles and so had heard
these words directly from Jesus to the twelve. After a while John's
friends and followers who had carried him into church plucked up the
courage to ask him why he said only one sentence. John replied,
“because it is the Lord’s commandment, and if only it is kept, it is
enough.”

At times the Christian life can be hard. We can struggle to live up to all
that we feel we should be living up to. Yet when life does feel like this,
3



and our doubts start to cloud our faith, let us try to hold on to the
words of our patron saint — "Love one another. It is the Lord’s
commandment, and if only it is kept, it is enough.”

With warmest wishes to you all, Tim

BBQ & ICE CREAM

REFRESHMENTS

12.30PM CHILDREN'S ACTIVITIES
-3PM ANIMAL EXPERIENCE

LIVE MUSIC AND DAN
SATURDAY
STH JULY

2a\ag

i\ CASH g coNTACTLESS ACC™ 9¢
R :




DAVID’S SPONSORED WALK TO WINCHESTER CATHEDRAL on
9th and 10*" May, FOR THE YOUNG PEOPLE’'S MINISTRY FUND

s On Friday 9™ May, I will be setting off from St

FE. < John's and walking to the top of St

\ .- Marthas. From there, I will then follow the
£<2 Pilgrims Way to Winchester. The Pilgrims Way
= roughly follows the North Down’s Way to

— _ Farnham and then the St Swithun’s Way to

Winchester Cathedral.

e= I will stay overnight at the Four Marks

Travelodge and hopefully arrive at Winchester
Cathedral on the Saturday morning just before 10.30am! The total
length of the walk is 52 miles with the total of the climbs approaching
the height of Ben Nevis!! I will be walking 35 miles on the Friday and
17 miles on the Saturday.

Spiddles, our very energetic Pointer dog, will join me on Friday from
Merrow to Farnham! I have compiled a Pilgrimage audio playlist to
keep me company for the rest of the journey! If anyone has any
suggestions for songs to add, please let me know.

I am fundraising for the Young People’s Ministry Fund — Georgie is
doing a fantastic job creating much needed community links and
providing safe and fun spaces for all ages through an amazing variety
of groups and activities.

If you would like to sponsor me, please go to the Young People’s
Ministry Fund page on the St John’s website (link here:
https://www.saintjohns.org.uk/young-peoples-ministry-fund-) and
make a donation, thank you! If you could write ‘Pilgrimage’ in the
Comments section, that would be helpful.
And here is the QR code to the link too!



https://www.saintjohns.org.uk/young-peoples-ministry-fund-

ST JOHN’S MEN IN FELLOWSHIP VISIT TO CHICHESTER
CATHEDRAL

On a beautiful sunny Monday 7% April, we
drove to Chichester and assembled at the
Buttery coffee house, just outside the
cathedral precincts, for a reviving drink.
Then we walked through the grounds to the
west door entrance, where we were met by
our guides for our tour.

In 1075, following the Norman conquest, the
Normans decided that the seat of the bishop
should be moved from Selsey to Chichester
and construction started. This year is the
950t" anniversary of the start of construction. This was in the Norman
style, and over the years, many additions have been made in different
styles, particularly Gothic.

This cathedral has often been used for a variety of artistic exhibitions.

In the south transept, we were shown two vignettes dating from the
1530’s, and painted on oak planks, depicting the history of the
cathedral and including King Henry VIII. Also, we saw a set of portraits
of English monarchs.

In the Quire and behind the high altar is a 7-panel woven tapestry

designed by John Piper and installed in 1996. The tapestry is in bright
colours and has had mixed reviews ever since its unveiling and indeed
amongst our party.

Moving behind the tapestry we
were shown a stained-glass

window commissioned by the
Dean in 1975 from Marc Chagall, f' |

theme psalm 150 —‘let
everything that has breath
praise the Lord’. Many visitors
come just to see this window.



After our tour, we enjoyed a lunch in a private room at the cathedral

refectory, followed by a walk around the extensive Bishops Palace
Gardens, which concluded a most enjoyable day.

Richard Burtonwood & Robert Avis

;,ao A

SITARSHIP
DISCOVERY

BIBLE HOLIDAY CLUB
18TH- 22ND AUGUST
9:15-12:00
g‘?'l' JOHN’S CHURCH CENTRE
FOR AGED 5-11 (YR-Y6)

There will be games, crafts,
music, drama, stories, £ 2 o
activites and more! FOR THE
WEEK

VTt /¢

WWW.SAINTJOHNS.ORG.UK

Details of how to register and for more information



EXERCISE CLASSES AT ST JOHN’S CENTRE

You are invited to participate in a free
taster chair-based exercise class on Monday
2nd June at 2.30 -3.30pm.

Why Exercise?

Benefits include:

e Enhanced mental and physical well-being
e Decreased social isolation

e Improved mobility and co-ordination

e Improved appetite

e Reduced risk of falls and injuries from falls
e Improved cognitive function

e Improved performance of activities of daily living
e Increased independence

e Improved quality and quantity of sleep

e Decreased pain and fatigue

If you would like to attend, please add your name to the form in the
Parish Office or contact Rosanne on 579462 before Friday 23rd
May.

If successful, the classes could become a regular event!

Thank you very much to Chantries & Pewleys for sponsoring our
colour cover again this year. This month’s photo shows Amelia with
her four-year-old daughter, Yakelin, surveying the tragedy of their
dying banana trees during an intense heatwave. They live in
Guatemala, the focus of this year’s campaign in Christian Aid’s 80t
anniversary year.




DAVE KELLY & CHRISTINE COLLISTER CONCERT - at St John’s
on Sat 215t June at 7.30pm

Dave Kelly — is a founder member
of The Blues Band. The band retired CHRISTINE COLLISTER
in 2023... after completing their and

42nd Anniversary Tour a little late —
due to Covid restrictions. Dave is a
stalwart of the British Blues Scene,
having cut his teeth in the backing
bands of Howlin” Wolf and John Lee
Hooker as well as playing with Buddy
Guy, Son House & Muddy Waters.
The Blues Band have released about
20 albums, and Dave has 18 either
solo or with his own Dave Kelly
Band.

Christine Collister - Came to

prominence originally in the UK folk TOG ETH ER AGAI N
scene in the eighties, singing the TWO SUPERB VOICES

title song for the BBC drama

series Life & Loves Of A She Devil.
She was in Richard 7-/70/77,050/'7{5' St 10?2;25512‘;?561?5* il Metih GUATAL
touring Band '85-'88 as vocalist and oo
acoustic guitarist.’84-'90 saw 5
acclaimed albums with Clive Gregson with many, varied and successful
collaborations since: Daphne’s Flight; Hell Bent Heaven Bound, Wild Honey
Orchestra; Iain Matthews,; Loudon Wainwright III; solo and duo work with a
further 15 albums and counting!

Christine & Dave recorded a session for 7he Paul Jones Radio Two show in
1994. A fan gave Dave a copy of that recording. Dave thought it sounded great
and forwarded a copy to Christine. This resulted in a decision to get together
again and do some more shows.

Their material is drawn from both their musical backgrounds, but mainly covering
songs which they both love but have not previously had an opportunity to
perform, within their usual formats. Some soul standards, country songs, rock,
folk & blues, Stax, Tamla, The Band, Emmylou Harris, The Everly Brothers, Elvis,
(to name but a few) as well as some great contemporary writers and of course,
their own songs.

It had been a number of years since Dave and Christine had the opportunity to

perform together - when the invitation to play at Vancouver Island Festival July

2018 was extended, they grabbed the chance. Drawing from their mutual love of
9



classic rock, pop, country, jazz & blues - Christine and Dave dive head long and
full throttle into the songs they love. Their combined passion, talent and fun-
loving personalities bring a natural warmth and great charm to their
performances. Vancouverwas a huge success, and they toured the UK with their
fabulous concert.

Covid, Lockdowns and long-distance family commitments limited getting together
again - until now!!

Spring 2025 sees them return to their favourite songs and beautifully crafted
harmonies.

SONGS OF PRAISE, Sunday 11" May at 6pm

On Sunday 11th May we will hold our first Songs of Praise. Thank you
to all those who have sent in their favourite hymns. Tim has had a huge
response and has more hymns than he can use, but we hope to do this
again in the future.

FIRST COMMUNION COURSE AND BAPTISM

Is your child aged 8 or over and interested in taking the next step on
their faith journey? At St John's, we have permission to admit children
to communion and are aware that some of our young people are keen
to take part! So, this June, we will be running a course for any eligible
young people, consisting of three sessions, then holding their first
Communion Service on Sunday 13™ July at 10am. To be admitted to
communion in the Church of England, a child must first be baptised,
and have gone through a preparation course. If your child has not yet
been baptised, do not worry, as we are going to hold an All-Age
Baptism Service on Sunday 6" July at 10am as well.

If you would like more information or to sign up, please talk to Tim or
Georgie by Sunday 18t" May.
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e, . FROM MERROW C of E INFANT SCHOOL

EIAN
i}} Dear Friends,

2 -
e, o

Sher we

We have been very busy at Merrow Infants getting out and
enjoying the beautiful weather in the run up to our Easter holidays.
The year 2 children had a fantastic day at the Wintershall Lent Retreat,
learning about the events of Holy Week in the beautiful setting of the
estate; thank you to St John’s for their contribution to the trip.

Our Easter Pause day began with our walk to St John’s, where Rev'd
Tim, Georgie & Mrs Boxer talked to us about Palm Sunday. The year 2
children then had a special treat as recounted here by Jack & Alma.

On Tuesday we went to St. John'’s and sang our Easter songs. We had
written a prayer and read it out in the service. We made resurrection
rolls - we used oil, spice and sugar, with a marshmallow that
represented Jesus. When the marshmallow melted, it was showing that
Jesus had disappeared from the tomb and the pastry around the
marshmallow was for the cloths around his body. We then thought
about something we are sorry about and wrote it on some special
paper. When we put it in the water, it dissolved - showing that when
we are sorry to others, they will forgive us.”’

The Open the Book Team came in and told us the story of John
baptising Jesus. The part about John eating the bugs made a particular
impression on our Reception children!

As we returned to school on April 22 it was Earth Day. The whole
school went outside during the afternoon, making sure the lights were
switched off inside our empty classrooms, and took part in a variety of
activities, from chalk artwork, making seed bombs, creating models
from recycling and planting seeds and plants.

The summer term is one we love, for the opportunities it brings to get
outside, consolidate all our learning and look forward to what may
come next. However, it can also be long and tiring - it brings with it a
considerable workload for all the staff. We are grateful for your
continued prayers and support.

Warm regards, Emma Hooper
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GARDENING HINTS FOR MAY

After an unusually dry March and
April, we can now look forward to
warmer times. This is a busy month
of catching up, but do not be too
impatient planting out tender plants
and summer bedding, as frost is
always just around the corner! Itis
better to wait until the end of the :
month or you might be paying a return VISIt to the Garden Centre or
Nursery!

All plants should be hardened off outside before planting.

Dahlia plants and tubers should not be planted until at least the middle
of the month.

Allow Forget-me-nots to set seed before pulling up.

Spray Roses with a systemic insecticide to control Blackspot and
Greenfly.

Sweet Peas should be tied to support as they climb.
Winter flowering Heathers should be clipped after flowering.
Support tall perennials, such as Delphiniums and Lupins, with stakes.

Remove the dead blooms of Daffodils, Hyacinths and Tulips once they
have finished flowering, leaving the leaves to die back and feed the
bulbs for next year’s flowers.

Hostas can be divided as they come into growth.

Fuchsia cuttings which have been rooted indoors should have their
growing tips pinched out to encourage bushy growth.

Increase the rate of watering, and start to feed Houseplants.

Evergreen hedges should be clipped.

Keep newly planted trees and shrubs well-watered, especially during
dry spells.

12



There is still time to sow Courgettes and Squash, two seeds to a pot,

for planting out later. Sow the seed standing on its edge for better
germination.

French and Runner beans can now be sown outdoors.

Kale, Leeks and Purple Sprouting should be sown, for harvesting next
winter.

Pinch out the tips of Broad Beans to control Blackfly.

Plant out Tomatoes towards the end of the month - as they grow,
remove side shoots from all types, except Bush and small fruited
varieties.

Make small successional sowings of Salad Crops.

Continue to mow the lawn regularly, apply a Spring and Summer
dressing, just before rain is forecast.

John Boon
VIEW FROM THE PEWS

The recent film “Conclave” is suddenly
immensely topical. The Roman Catholic
Church has to undertake the complex but
hugely important task of choosing who will
direct all aspects of its life for the next few
years. We have a similar task in the Church
of England. When I think of the prayer, thought and immense effort
that went into choosing a new Rector for St John’s, I am awed by the
responsibility attaching to selecting a leader with global impact. Justin
Welby described himself as overwhelmed by the volume of problems he
had to deal with as Archbishop, and resigned because his treatment of
one of them was inadequate. Our leaders have a tough row to hoe,
and are immensely grateful for the support they receive. May we never
fail in that support even if, on very rare occasions, it means speaking
truth to power.

Chris Starr
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VIEW FROM THE PEWS 2

I attended the 8pm Easter Ceremonies service last month, it was a
beautiful service, starting off in darkness and then carrying on with
candles being lit, which I found very symbolic and moving. It
highlighted to me the magnitude of the task of being a Christian, which
I would like to be, however it also highlighted how far short of that I
Was.

I struggle with the commandments — fine, I do not covet my
neighbour’s ass, but:

I should love one God and not love false idols, but I am proud of
keeping my house and garden lovely. I like keeping my car clean and
shiny and am so proud of my family. Are these not, in reality, false
idols?

I should also love my neighbour as I love myself. Yes, I do some
charity work and give some money to charity, but I would sell my
house and live in a caravan if it meant my children getting lifesaving
treatment. So, I am obviously not loving my neighbour anything like
much as I love myself.

I do not give as much to charity as I should, as I make the excuse that,
if I give, will a large proportion go to pay for fancy TV adverts, large
teams of fundraising staff, and a very large salary to a chief executive,

which is all true, but there are local charities which I could give to
instead, who don't have these costs, but I still do not.

I am hoping that the light symbolised by the candle will help me see my
way to becoming a stronger Christian, being more supportive of those
in greater need.

VISITING PREACHERS

We are delighted to welcome the following preachers to St John’s over
the coming months:

Sun 11t May Revd Dr Craig Holmes

Sun 22" June Archdeacon Catherine Mabuza

Sun 26t October  The Bishop of Guildford

14



CHRISTIAN AID WEEK — 11t" to 17" May

In the April magazine, I wrote about Amelia
and her family in Guatemala and you can see a
picture of her and her daughter on the cover
this month.

Guatemala is a hunger hotspot. At 46.5%, the country has one of the
highest global rates of stunting in children. In some areas, this rises to
90%. Stunting permanently affects both physical and mental
development. Meanwhile, more than half of the people in Guatemala
work in agriculture. In the Alta Verapaz region, where Amelia lives,
dependency on agriculture is the highest in the country.
Heartbreakingly, malnutrition in children under five is also at the
highest here.

Guatemala is among the 10 countries in the world rated most
vulnerable to disasters and climate emergencies. The cruel truth is that

Indigenous communities like Amelia’s have done the least to cause the
climate crisis, yet they endure its impact the most.

A :"E_L'; Please give generously to Christian Aid this 80th
IR #® anniversary year. Christian Aid envelopes will be given out
1Ml at church on May 11t and can be returned to me or to the
: Parish Office. Alternatively you can give through the St
John’s e-envelope on the Christian Aid website — use this QR code or go
to https://fundraise.christianaid.org.uk/envelope-2025/st-johns-
merrow-envelope. There will also be envelopes in the church during
Christian Aid Week which can be returned to the Church Office or to

me.

Savra England

CHRISTIAN AID COFFEE MORNING

The Methodist church in Merrow is holding a coffee morning in aid of
Christian Aid on Thursday 8™ May from 10.30am to 11.45am.

Do come along.
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JOINING IN PALM SUNDAY CELEBRATIONS AT THE COPTIC
CATHEDRAL IN ASWAN, EGYPT

Coptic Christians are an indigenous Christian ethno-religious group in
Egypt, considered the largest Christian community in the Middle

East. They are believed to be direct descendants of ancient Egyptians
and primarily follow the Coptic Orthodox Church. Estimates suggest
they make up around 10% of Egypt's population, with some sources
citing a range of 5% to 15%.

We were priviledged
to observe their Palm 8@

7

Sunday service in
Aswan at the Coptic
Cathedral during our
recent travels, and
here is what we Ao i e R [N
experlencc?d.. ‘,““1 Fy? M = = ﬁf:i il {

After passing our | '\ R

bags through the usual x-ray scanners, we entered the walled
courtyard in front of the cathedral. There were masses of people there,
of all ages, mostly young people, in a festive, happy mood. We walked
up the steps to the cathedral and the doors were welcomingly open.
People were freely walking in and out of the service whilst it was
happening, so we felt we could join them by standing at the back. The
cathedral was packed, and we observed that men and women were
seated and standing separately. The children had made their palm
fronds into the most beautiful shapes, including crowns, and everyone
joined in singing psalms and responses to prayers. The service was in
arabic, so we couldn’t really understand everything happening, but it
still felt familiar. It was quite busy with the movement of people in
and out of church but the focus was on the service.

As we left the service, we were approached by a lady in the Cathedral
shop who explained the coptic cross to us - the typical form of the
‘Coptic cross’ used in the Coptic Church is made up of two bold lines of
equal length that intersect at the middle at right angles. Each line
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terminates in three points, representing
the Trinity of the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit. Altogether, the cross has 12
points symbolizing the Apostles, whose
mission was to spread the Gospel message
throughout the world.

It was lovely to share the experience of
Palm Sunday with Christians in another
country, but we also missed being with you all at St John’s!

Cathy & Martin

JOHN MARTIN'S 100" BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS!

We were so delighted that John had some lovely celebrations to mark

his 100t" birthday, including family, church and Wednesday Coffee
Morning celebrations.

Here are some lovely photos to share with you.

And of course, John received his all-important card from the King!
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[Editor’s note: Please do consider if you could ‘come onboard’ in either
of the following roles, helping to produce our Parish Magazine. I am a
Guest Editor, and produce two issues of the magazine each year, May
and August. The process is really simple - as the team mention below.]

HELP WANTED WITH THE PARISH po L IoENBMIRROE
MAGAZINE PLEASE here for everyone

We are looking for more people to get May 2025
involved with producing the Parish i
Magazine. The magazine is a focal point for
information about our activities and makes
a healthy profit for church funds. We

currently need two more guest editors and el o
an advertisements manager. i

Guest editor (g!

The guest editors generally produce two

PARISH MAGAZINE

1 T
S/ .»,...-' o

issues of the magazine a year. They are sent a document template
with the magazine cover, adverts and regular pages already inserted.
They then insert articles from both regular and occasional contributors
and are free to add anything of particular interest to them. After proof-
reading they send the completed copy to the printers.

Advertisments manager

responds to new requests for advertising and liaises with the
advertisers to help them prepare their copy if necessary.
uses Microsoft Word to insert, move around and delete adverts as
required into the existing magazine template.
invoices advertisers when their advert has appeared and issues
repeat invoices to regular advertisers once a year. This has been
done manually up to now by email but the church has just bought
new bookkeeping software which the adverts manager will be
able to use in future.
checks with the treasurer that payments have been received. This
will happen automatically with the new system.
thanks advertisers for paying.
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e each month gets the template ready for the guest editor by

adding a cover photograph kindly supplied by Jane Stevenson and
updating the regular text if necessary.

We would be very happy to tell you more. Speak to Sara about being
the advertisements manager. Ask Helen Chambers, Sara England,

Frances Jewson, Chris Starr or Cathy Thompson about being a guest
editor.

The magagine team (Rosanne Bond, Helenw Chambery
and Sawraw England)

WEDNESDAY COFFEE CLUB

We return from our Easter break on the 7th
May and the coffee club will be celebrating
V E Day, so bring your Union Jacks! While
in July, the club is celebrating 60 years since starting up, which is a
great achievement and a tribute to all the helpers that have made this
possible.

So please come and join us any Wednesday morning that you are free.

Hoping everyone keeps well.
Gerald Hunt

Should you have any queries, please contact me on my e-mail
merrowcoffeemorning@hotmail.com or ring me on 07545256114
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ABOUT OUR CATHEDRAL

A St. John’s parishioner asks, “What's the Cathedral
ever done for us?” So, I contacted Guildford Diocese
and, while we await their reply, I found the following:-

GUILDFORD
CATHEDRAL

Seat of the Bishop: The cathedral is the church where the bishop's
"cathedra" (Latin for "chair") is located, signifying the bishop's
authority and leadership within the diocese.

Mother Church of the Diocese: The primary church for the entire
diocese, acting as a centre for worship, mission, and leadership.
Place of Worship & Celebration: Where major celebrations of faith
& life take place, including services, festivals and other significant
events.

Cultural & Historical Landmark: Cathedrals are often important
cultural & historical landmarks, reflecting the region's heritage and
spiritual life.

Public Church: Cathedrals are public churches, there to proclaim the
gospel.

Registered Charities: Governed by the Charity Commission & Church
Commissioners.

What Cathedrals do for their Parishes: Support Diocesan
Ministry: Cathedrals work in and serve the diocese, supporting the
Diocesan Bishop’s ministry.

Focal Point for Diocesan Activities: For services and celebrations
for those worshipping in churches throughout the diocese.

Pastoral Care: Cathedral clergy are available to all in the parish for
pastoral or spiritual support.

Welcoming Environment: For parishioner’s baptisms, marriages, or
funerals.

Mission & Outreach: Cathedrals reach out to their local and wider
communities through their presence, worship, and varied work.
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Spiritual Leadership: The bishop, as the leader of the diocese,
presides over the cathedral and provides spiritual guidance to the
parishes within the diocese.

Cathedrals are also parishes: and have legal and pastoral
responsibilities for their parishioners.

So there’s the answer!

THE FRIENDS OF ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST (FOSTJ)

The Friends of St John the Evangelist is a registered charity
formed by members of the community of Merrow to assist in
maintaining and preserving the buildings and grounds of the
magnificent Grade II listed Church.

FrendsalStjoes - Tf wou would like to help in our endeavours in any way and

keep up with our news, please visit www.fostj.org. We would love you
to become a member.

FORTHCOMING MAGAZINE INFORMATION

Issue Copy |Editor Editor's email address
date

June 11t Sara England | saraengland@gmail.com
May

July 15t tba
June

August 13th tba
July

(If you draft your copy in Tahoma, 16 point, on an A4 page, you'll get a
good idea of how much space it will take up.)
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EVENTS IN MAY, JUNE & JULY (SO FAR) FOR YOUR DIARIES!

May

Sat 37 May
Tues 6t May
Sat 10th May
Sun 11t May
Sun 11t May
Sun 11t May
Sun 11t May
Sun 18t May
Sun 18t May
Tues 20t May
Sat 24t May
Sun 25t May

June

Tues 3™ June
Sat 7t June

Sun 8t Junee
Sun 15% June
Sun 15t June
Sun 215t June
Sat 28t June

July

Sat 5% July
Sun 6% July
Sun 13th July

Churchyard Tidy Up 9.30am

Green Team 4.30pm

Pilgrimage to Winchester Cathedral

Vocations Sunday

Christian Aid Week Begins

Sparks 5-11s group — during 10am service in church
Songs of Praise 6pm in Church

Inter-Church 4pm in Church

Annual Parochial Church Meeting

Green Team 4.30pm

Men in Fellowship Social Evening at David Hunt's
Sparks 5-11s group — during 10am service in church

Green Team 4.30pm

Churchyard Tidy Up 9.30am

Sparks 5-11s group — during 10am service in church
Giving Sunday in aid of our YPMF

Inter-Church 4pm in Church

Dave Kelly & Christine Collister Concert 7.30pm

Men in Fellowship Real Ale Train Ride

Rectory Fete
Baptism Service
First Communion Service
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Who's Who

Rector The Revd Tim Clifford Hill (Day off Friday and Sat am) 951649
Youth Worker Georgie Gregson (Days off Friday & Saturday) 07974 494504
Churchwardens Jane Farquharson 07765 620017
Cathy Thompson 07518 202920
Deputy Churchwarden  Michael Eagle 07850 000224
Verger Helen Chambers 846574
St Johns Centre Office  9.00 — 2 Mon, Wed and Fri 01483 454621
9.30 — 1 Tues and Thurs
- Centre Manager Barry Dickinson centremanager@saintjohns.org.uk
- Parish Administrator Sandra Rayner office@saintjohns.org.uk
Web site: www.saintjohns.org.uk Email: office@saintjohns.org.uk
PCC Secretary Tricia Tappin 579193
PCC Treasurer Lindsay Dobson 07809 836896
Gift Aid, Legacies and Parish Giving Scheme Martin Thompson 578923
Organist and Choir Director Micky Clare 538306
Babies and Toddlers Group Jane Farquharson 07765 620017
Baby Basics babybasics@saintjohns.org.uk 458128
Bell Ringers Jane Farquharson 07765 620017
Bible Reading Fellowship Jenny Welbourn 825541
Cathedral Link Nick Bond 579462
Children’s Society representative Judith Sampson 571847
Christian Aid Organiser Sara England 504205

Electoral Roll
Flower coordinator

Magazine Advertisements

Carole Burtonwood
carole.burtonwood@saintjohns.org.uk
Helen Chambers 846574

Sara England merrowadverts@gmail.com

Merrow C of E Infant School Louisa Dormer (Executive Head

Church Governors

Teacher)
Emma Hooper (Deputy Head) 561501

Lindsay Dobson 07809 836896

Michael Eagle 07850 000224
Safeguarding Officer Rosanne Bond 579462
St John's Merrow, Pre-School Amanda Bazley (Manager) 454625
Readings and Intercessions Rota Joe Bullock 07521 960480
Sunday Newssheet office@saintjohns.org.uk
Wednesday Coffee Mornings Gerald Hunt 07545 256114
Transport Rosanne Bond 579462

Website contact

Parish Office (as above)

For any changes to Who's Who, please email Sara on merrowadverts@gmail.com
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James & Thomas Funeral Directors

Proudly serving the local community since 1892

James & Thomas Funeral Directors are here to support and guide you.
We offer a friendly and professional service to families.

« 24 hour service Call us for immediate
« Bereavement advice Guildford support, advice or to

+ Home Vi}sli;s s arrange a home visit or
« Private chapels of rest to find out more about
+ Floral Tributes 01 483 562 1 53 our prepaid funeral

» Memorial Masonry 259 Epsom Road, Merrow Heights plans. We are here to
+ Prepaid funeral plans GU1 2RE help 24 hours a day.

www.jamesandthomas.co.uk @

Robe

wunter

Extensions and alterations often require a Structural Engineer

Robert Wynter & Partners Ltd

Small Works Dept
Book House, Vincent Lane, Dorking, Surrey RH4 3HW
Tel: 01306 879 875 Mobile: 07775 913086




BEVAN WILSON

Physiotherapy & Sports Injury Clinics

Highly-regarded clinics in Guildford Boxgrove Gcu1,
Godalming and Wonersh, providing professional
treatment and specialist advice to help you
achieve your goals....

Physiotherapy & Rehabilitation

Sports Injuries & Massage
Spinal & Joint Pain, Stiffness
Pilates & Women’s Health
Post-operative Rehabilitation

Neurological Rehabilitation
Home & Care Home Visits

PEACOCKS DELICATESSEN
Large selection of fresh fruit and vegetables 01483 424505 / info@bevanwilson.co.uk
Cooked meats & cheese counter www.bevanwilson.co.uk
Fresh bread & pastries daily from Hillyers GETTING YOU BETTER TOGETHER
127 Collingwood Crescent Tel: 829768 FOR 25 YEARS!

Alan Greenwood & Sons
Your Local Truly Independent Family Funeral Directors

www_alangreenwoodfunerals.com

The Funeral Service that caters for everyone’s needs

The Greenwood Family are directly
involved in the running of the
Company, you can be assured that
your wishes will be carried out with
precise attention to detail.

A choice of the latest Jaguar or Mercedes
Hearses and Limousines
Home visit arrangements
Pre-paid funeral plans and Memorials
Quality 24 hour Service

34 Madrid Road, Guildford, GU2 7NU 01483 449 554
66 Send Road, Send, Woking, GU23 7EU 01483 210 222

ST JOHN’S CENTRE
222 Epsom Road, Merrow, Guildford, GU4 7AA

A great venue for your event!

Good selection of rooms from the spacious Main Hall to the comfortable Meeting
Room, and a large, fully equipped kitchen. Contact Barry Dickinson on 01483
454621 or email centremanager@saintjohns.org.uk




MERROW SAVOURIES

“‘Catering for your Occasion”

Delicious home-cooked food
and great service

Christenings ~ Birthdays
Anniversaries ~ Cocktail Parties
Barn Dances ~ Funeral Receptions

Simply telephone Sue on
Guildford (01483) 850186

www.merrowsavouries.co.uk

MARGRAVE SOLICTTORS LLP

The Old Post Office, 130 Epsom Road
Guildford, Surrey GU1 2PT

* Wills, Trusts and Probate
« Lasting Powers of Attorneys
* Court of Protection matters
* Care Fee advice
* Advising Attorneys / Deputies

* Non-mortgage related
residential conveyancing

01483 562722

enquiries@margravellp.co.uk

£ Inharitance
www.margravellp.co.uk

n Quality

Authorised and reguiated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority
SRA nember 533213

€arden

amer

For a free quote

| contact Ross Brooker
01483 614291

07564 579370
thegardentamer@gmail.com

LANDSCAPING and GARDEN MAINTENANCE

Local, reliable and friendly service established 10 Years

Landscaping
Fencing

Turf Laying
Tree Surgery
Decking
Patio Laying

Lawn Mowing
Hedge Trimming
Lawn Treatment
Pruning

Garden Clean Up
Waste Removal

Fully insured/Environment Agency Licensed Waste Carrier
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Chantries
¢ Pewleys

ESTATE AGENTS

Is it time for a change
in 2025?

We specialise in selling and letting the finest
homes throughout Merrow and Burpham and
combine a calm, considered and refreshing
approach in everything we do.

If you're contemplating selling or renting your
property, call us today to arrange a
valuation appointment.

Merrow Office Lettings Office
01483 347100 01483 405222

chantriesandpewleys.com f @chantriesandpewleys




